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Greene Family’s Home in the Jennifer Lane Neighborhood of Manchester Center 

THE GREENE FAMILY IS HOME! 

In the middle of a pandemic, during the month of 

August, you brought the Greene Family home! 

Tasha Greene sent this email 8/14/2020: 

“Thank you so much!! I can’t even put into words 

how excited we are!! We are so very grateful for 

this experience and opportunity. We have loved 

working with every single one of you over the last 

10 months and appreciate the hard work that all 

of the volunteers put into building our new 

home!! I look forward to baking yummy treats for 

the volunteers when they are back up in Man-

chester finishing the home at 44 Peggy’s Way!

Much love and appreciation,  

Tasha, Jamie, Malayla and Houghton” 
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Bennington County Habitat for Humanity, like every other non-profit, has 
just completed a most unusual six months. In March we were forced to 
shut down our store and the three building sites, and recently we can-
celled our annual Win Hoyt Golf Tournament. At the same time our excel-
lent Construction Manager, Tony D’Onofrio, accepted a job as the Direc-
tor of Facilities for Mount Anthony High School and Middle School in Ben-
nington. We wish him all the best in his new endeavors and thank him for 
the great job he did for Habitat. As we seek a permanent Construction 
Manager, Curt Merrow, a Board member and head of the building commit-
tee, has stepped up to ably do the job of Construction Supervisor in the 
interim, and he has led a hard core group of builders. This has been a 
Godsend as we are very restricted by state regulations as to how many 
workers we can have on the site. 

When we were forced to shut down, the Greenes’ house on Peggy’s Way 
was almost finished, and Tony worked on it by himself until we could open 
up enough for the others to come in and help. The Greenes, who have 
been most patient through this hiatus, moved in to their new house in the 
middle of August, and the house will be dedicated on September 20th. 
The crew is now working on the house at 320 North Branch Street in Ben-
nington, which should be finished by the end of the year, at which time we 
will concentrate on the house at 44 Peggy’s Way in the Jennifer Lane 
Neighborhood of Manchester Center. The house is ready for us to resume 
construction, and we are seeking a partner family for the house. 

In the middle of July, the Board met on a Saturday to revise our long-
range plan to realistically reflect the realities of the COVID 19 virus. We 
look forward to getting back to our more traditional Habitat model with vol-
unteers coming to build, but in the interim we have to scale back the num-
ber of houses we can build. We will continue our home repair ministry. 

I thank you for the support that our communities have given us. We now 
have twenty-nine partner families with one more firmly in the schedule. 
Habitat is not the only solution to the lack of affordable housing in our  
area, but we are making a positive difference in these families’ lives. 

Thank you Bank 
of Bennington! 
We would like to thank the 
Bank of Bennington, our amaz-
ing partners in our effort to pro-
vide affordable housing to Ben-
nington County. The Bank 
awarded us a loan through the 
Paycheck Protection Program 
Fund. As the pandemic hit, we 
were idled like many of our 
neighbors in the small business 
and charitable organization 
community.  The assistance 
that Kelley Legacy at the Bank  
gave our small affiliate         
epitomizes the reason we exist, 
- local partnership! The help 
with our application was timely 
(including working over the 
weekend to ensure the amend-
ed application was submitted) 
and very efficient. The Bank’s 
efforts allowed us to participate 
in the PPP program and keep 
the affiliate functional in an  
otherwise challenging time. 
Thanks again!   

 John Jacobi, Board Member 

Cassie Furciniti working on her 
house through the pandemic. 

President’s    
Letter  

Bill Hoyt 

                  HABITAT BUILDING HOMES DESPITE COVID 19 

COVID-19 pitched us a big curve ball in early March, forcing us to shut down our construction 

program  for 2 1/2 months. The 3 houses we planned to finish by June 30th were put on hold. 

True to form, as soon as we got back to building, our core builders stepped up to the plate 

and finished one house at 22 Peggy’s Way in Manchester with the Greene family. We 

currently are working on the Furciniti-Julius home at 320 North Branch in Bennington and are 

well on our way to finishing it. Our 3rd home at 44 Peggy’s Way in Manchester will be our 

focus during the late fall and winter of 2021. That house is weather tight, so we’ll be able to 

work there regardless of the weather. In spite of this temporary setback, we are committed to 

building homes that are durable, affordable, and energy efficient for families in need of 

housing in our community. Curt Merrow, Building Committee Chair, Construction Supervisor 



Orton Award 
Update 

We were on track to finish 
our  FY20 commitments for 
the Orton Matching Grant 
Award. Then the COVID-19 
Pandemic hit, and we had to 
suspend our construction 
program until June 2nd. 

At the point we suspended 
construction, 9 of our 10 
home repairs were done, 
one of our three houses was 
almost finished, and we 
were on target to finish the 
other two homes. We had 
raised close to $100,000 in 
individual donations. And 
folks had enjoyed two of our 
three donor-related events 
(November 2019 Share Your 
Blessings major fundraiser 
and the Candlelight Dinner 
hosted again by the wonder-
ful folks of Ye Olde Tavern 
in Manchester Center). 

Lyman Orton and Janice Izzi 
generously donated $50,000 
to our Habitat affiliate de-
spite our inability to meet all 
our commitments. They also 
extended their 3-year match-
ing grant award to Decem-
ber 31, 2022, giving us an 
additional year! We are  
extremely grateful to them 
for their desire to support the 
people with whom we      
partner through our afforda-
ble homeownership and 
home repair programs. 

The ongoing Pandemic 
brings never-ending change. 
Your constant support 
through it all inspires this 
Habitat affiliate to keep 
working with those of us who 
simply need a safe, energy-
efficient, affordable place to 
shelter. Now, more than 
ever, everyone needs a  
decent place to call home. 

Susan Sommer, ED 

Back in Business—Better Than Ever! 
Given that she is a “people person” by nature, it is no surprise that for  

ReSale Store Manager, Sue Congdon, the hardest part of the COVID shut 

down of the Store was missing contact with the many folks who have be-

come part of the ReSale Store community … the volunteers, the custom-

ers and the supportive local business people. But in early June, after hav-

ing spoken with each and every volunteer about their concerns, Sue was 

excited to open the doors with adjusted safety protocols. Business has 

been booming ever since! 

Sue believes business has been strong due in part to a busy real estate 

market with many people looking to move to a state which has the good 

fortune of a relatively low rate of coronavirus infection and a state govern-

ment that has handled the pandemic carefully and well. Sellers and     

buyers are eager to empty homes of furniture, and the stock in the Store 

is constantly rotating.   

While managing that turnover of items in the Store has been challenging 
for Sue and her Store volunteers, she couldn’t be happier with how the 
summer has gone.  Brisk business is a win-win situation for all.  Home-
owners and buyers are able to dispense with no longer needed furniture 
in a responsible fashion, customers are able to get quality furniture at very 
reasonable prices, and the profit made by the Store goes toward funding 
the construction of homes for hard-working, deserving families in south-
western Vermont who might otherwise not be able to achieve home     
ownership.   

Dave Low, Board Member 



Contact Us 

Bennington County Habitat 

for Humanity 

PO Box 1159 

Manchester, VT 05254 

802-367-1000 

bchabitatoffice@gmail.com 

benningtoncountyhabitat.org 

 

 

Do you know someone look-

ing for affordable housing? 

We’re building a house at 44 

Peggy’s Way that needs a 

homebuyer! Contact our 

Habitat affiliate to learn more.  

Bennington County Habitat for Humanity 

PO Box 1159 

Manchester Center, VT 05254 

Shed Art by Anyiha King—a message of strength and hope for her      
neighbors in the North Branch Street neighborhood of Bennington. 


